Comparison of the occurrence of antibodies to human cytomegalovirus as demonstrated by complement fixation, enzyme-linked-immunosorbent assay and indirect immunofluorescence.
180 serum specimens from pregnant women and renal transplant recipients, were studied for the presence of antibodies to human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) by complement fixation (CF), enzyme-linked-immunosorbent assay (EIA) for IgG and IgM, and indirect immunofluorescence (IIF). IIF was carried out separately against immediate-early, early and late HCMV-induced antigens. A positive CF test was always associated with the presence of antibodies against late virus antigens. EIA procedures were able to detect HCMV antibodies also when CF was negative and when IIF was positive only against immediate-early and/or early HCM-induced antigens.